


CANADA
PROVINCE OF QUÉBEC
DISTRICT OF PONTIAC
MUNICIPALITY OF SHEENBORO

 03-2020 CONCERNING CULVERTS IN PRIVATE DRIVEWAYS  
 
WHEREAS according to section 66 of the Municipal Powers Act, the local Municipality has jurisdiction on public roads, management of which is not the responsibility of the Quebec or Canada government, nor one of their ministries or agencies; 
 
WHEREAS according to section 67 of the Municipal Powers Act, any local municipality may adopt bylaws to govern any use of a public road that is not subject to regulatory powers under the Highway Safety Code (L.R.Q., section C-24.2); 
 
WHEREAS according to section 68 of the Municipal Powers Act, any local municipality may regulate access to a public road; 
  
WHEREAS the owners of lots that are adjacent to municipal roads have the responsibility to carry out and maintain all necessary work to enable the entry and exit of their property; 
 
WHEREAS a notice of motion was given at a special Municipal Council meeting held on August 10, 2020, to the effect that this bylaw would be submitted for approval; 
 
WHEREAS this Council deems it appropriate to adopt a new bylaw concerning driveways and culverts and to entitle it as follows: « Bylaw # 03-2020 concerning culverts in private driveways»; 
 
CONSEQUENTLY, 
IT IS
Moved by: Councilor Larry Gleason and unanimously
RESOLVED THAT this Draft By-Law # 03-2020 entitled "Culverts in Private Driveways” be adopted, and that 
it is hereby ordered and enacted as follows:  
 
SECTION 1 - PREAMBLE 
 
The preamble is an integral part of the present bylaw.  
 
SECTION 2 - AUTHORIZATION 
 
Any new access to a municipal road or any new culvert installation in a private driveway that is adjacent to a municipal road will require authorization from the Municipal Building Inspector, after this bylaw comes into effect. 
  
3.1 No authorization will be issued before all provisions of this bylaw are followed.
	3.2 Arrangements must be made prior to installation with the Municipal Building   
       Inspector          
3.3 Culverts are installed at the owner’s expense.
3.4 Installation will be arranged with the Municipal Building Inspector.   

SECTION 4 - EXCEPTION 
 
The owner of a private driveway which is adjacent to a municipal road is not required to install a driveway culvert in the following cases:    
 
4.1 When a private driveway is built on top of a hill and the water runs on each side of the private driveway towards the roadside ditches.   
 
4.2 When a municipal road does not have ditches at the projected location of the driveway. 
 
SECTION 5 – DUTY AND POWER OF THE MUNICIPAL INSPECTOR  
 
5.1 The Municipal Inspector has the right to visit the premises between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., to ensure that the provisions of the present bylaw are complied with.  
 
5.2 The Municipal Inspector has the right to take pictures as well as any samples deemed necessary in order to ensure that the provisions of the present bylaw are complied with. 

5.3 The building Inspector may in certain cases require that the said culvert have a greater diameter or less than specified.
 
5.4 Any occupant of a visited location is obliged to let the Municipal Inspector in. 


SECTION 6 – TYPE OF CULVERT 
 
6.1 Any new culvert installed in a private driveway which is adjacent to a municipal road must be one of the following: 
 
1) Concrete pipe in compliance with BNQ 2622-420 standards or; 
2) Made of high-density polyethylene resin (type HDPE), double wall unperforated rigid pipe, smooth on the inside and a ring on the outside (Big «O», solflo max, or approved equivalent), of a minimum capacity of 210 kpa for a private driveway. 
The choice of a culvert with a smooth or corrugated inside must be made according to the degree of the slope. When the ditch is located in a slope (of more than 5 %), the culvert must be corrugated on the inside to curb the flow of water.   
	 	OR 
3) A corrugated galvanized steel (Hel-Cor or approved equivalent) made of a minimum 14 gage galvanized steel. 
 

6.2 Minimum diameter 
 
The diameter of these culverts must not be less than 457.20 mm (18 inches). In cases where the debits are significant, the culverts must be designed with a sufficient diameter so as not to delay the water flow.   An appointed officer may require in certain cases that the ratepayer install one or several culverts with a diameter exceeding the minimum required by the present bylaw, in a private drive way.  
 

6.3 Width of the driveway 
 
 	The width of a driveway must be as follows: 

Residential driveway:  Minimum 20 feet, Maximum 40 feet

Non-residential driveway: Minimum 30 feet, Maximum 40 feet


6.4 Maximum culverts/entryways 
 
The installation of a maximum of one (1) culvert and/or entryway per every Lot (Cadaster of Quebec) will be permitted.


6.5 Distance between a driveway and an intersection: 
 
10 meters (33 feet) 


 
SECTION 7 – INSTALLATION STANDARDS 
 
7.1  A culvert must allow the free flow of water, ice and debris during flood. It must be designed as to create a stable and lasting flow offering a sufficient resistance to the loads applied. 
 
7.2 When the ground is of a low bearing capacity, the culvert must be installed on a granular cushion of approximately 150 mm (6 inches). 
 
7.3 The culvert’s slope must be identical to the natural slope of the water flow (minimum of 0.5 %) and without any deflection in the alignment both horizontally and vertically.  Metaling with a membrane or peat must cover this surface in order to control erosion.  
 
7.4 The thickness of the MG-20 (0-3/4 inch) gravel backfill on top of the culvert must be sufficient enough to stop the culvert from lifting during freezing and thawing and must be installed as per the culvert manufacturer’s recommendations and up to the surface of the road. 
 
7.5 The extremities of the culverts must be 1 meter vertically by a minimum of 1.5 meter horizontally, with 30 cm of backfill, protected and stabilized with hand laid stones, a retaining wall or peat, in such a way as to protect the shoulders and the bed of the municipal road against any collapse or erosion and on a maximum slope enacted herein. A geotextile membrane must be installed between the metaling and the embankment for the culvert. 
 
7.6  A culvert in a private driveway must be installed so that the surface is level with the ground in order to avoid stagnant water.  There mustn’t be any stagnant water upstream or downstream from the culvert. 
 


SECTION 8 – RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE RATEPAYER 
 
8.1  The purchase, installation, maintenance and replacement of the said culvert, the construction of the private driveway and the maintenance of the structures necessary to enter and exit the property and ensure the free flow of the water along the road is the responsibility of the owner concerned. Same thing applies when the Municipality carries out the digging and cleaning of ditches in front of a private driveway. 
 
8.2 In a case where the Municipality carries out the digging of ditches during road rehabilitation or reconstruction, in front of a private driveway, the Municipality will install the private culvert and supply the necessary loose deposits for the installation of the culvert. However, as soon as the work is done, it becomes the owner’s responsibility. The latter must maintain the driveway in good condition to avoid any damage to the municipal road surface. If the culvert needs replacing, it will be at the owner’s expense; the Municipality will rebuild the driveway with the old culvert or a new one (provided by or paid for by the owner). 
 
8.3 The location of the driveway is the responsibility of the ratepayer who must ensure that its location allows the safe entry and exit of vehicles as well as that of vehicles using the public road.   

 8.4 Any unauthorized alterations to a driveway may lead to proceedings resulting in demolition at the owner’s expense. The owner is responsible at all times for damage to the municipality’s road caused by the owner’s fault or negligence.



SECTION 9 - PROVISIONS 
 
The Municipal Inspector is hereby authorized to ask the owner of any lot that is adjacent to a municipal road, to provide, install repair or maintain any culvert giving access to his property. Failure to do so authorizes the Municipal Inspector to carry out the work or have the work done and claim, according to section 96 of the Municipal Powers Act, any amount corresponding to the cost of the work.   




 
SECTION 13 – COMING INTO EFFECT 
 
The present bylaw will come into effect according to Law. 



 Doris Ranger				Alicia Jones
Mayor						Interim Director General
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